
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
 
Date:  September 19, 2010  
 
Title:  The Provision for the Woman’s Seed 
 
Text:  Genesis 6:9-22  
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2010 
 
 



 

 

1 

Date:  September 19, 2010  
Title:  The Provision for the Woman’s Seed 
Text:  Genesis 6:9-22  
 
Introduction:  
God preserves the woman’s seed and sustains the promise in a solitary man and his family.  
His name is Noah and he is a righteous man, blameless in his generation.  Noah is contrasted 
with the society in which he dwells. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
Genesis 6:1-8 gives us the story’s content upfront.  Verses 9 and following slowly unpack the 
various details of the story. 
 
The Storyline: 
“Judgment is certainly a theme in this event, but, thank God, there is a much greater theme, 
that of the saving grace of God. While we dare not ignore the warnings of this text, let us not 
lose sight of its encouragement either.” 
http://bible.org/seriespage/flood-genesis-69-822 

 
“While the flood was intended for the destruction of mankind, the ark was designed to save 
Noah and his family and to ensure the fulfillment of the divine purpose for the creation and 
the divine promise of salvation of Genesis 3:15. The key to our understanding of the event is to 
grasp the contrast between Noah and those of his generation.” 
 http://bible.org/seriespage/flood-genesis-69-822 

 
The Problem: 
Again, the sheer magnitude of what we are reading lends itself toward mythological 
interpretation.  Although there are significant moral and ethical implications to this narrative, 
the true meaning is found in the faithfulness of God to fulfill His word found in Genesis 3:15. 
 
Questions: 

1. How is Noah described? 
2. Are we to assume the same concerning his wife and children and their wives and 

families? 
3. What might this say concerning Noah’s headship within his home? 
4. What is Noah contrasted with in verse 11? 
5. How is the earth described? 
6. Who will destroy the earth and why will it be destroyed? 
7. What are your thoughts concerning the justice/judgment of God? 
8. How big was the ark? 
9. Where might Noah get the resources to construct such an ark? 
10. How long do you think it took Noah to build the ark? 
11. What might those around him think at such a spectacle? 
12. What promise does God extend to Noah in verse 18? 
13. Why is Noah’s obedience crucial in all of this? 
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The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the grace and mercy of God in keeping 

His word. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to trust Him even when it does not 

appear feasible. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in His wisdom. 
 
There are four parts to this narrative.  First, the person - we are introduced to the individual in 
whom the promise lays, Noah and his family (vv. 9, 10; 7:1).  Second, the problem - his 
integrity/righteousness is contrasted with that of the world at large.  Once more the problem 
of a corrupted world stands to undermine the fulfillment of the promise (vv. 11, 12).  Third, the 
plan - God introduces the means by which He will address the corruption of the world and the 
preservation of the seed promise (vv.13-17).  Finally, the promise - God reiterates the promise 
by once more establishing His covenant with Noah and his family (vv. 18-22). 
 
Let us consider each of the parts as it relates to the whole.   
 
Outline: 
 

I. The person (6:9, 10; 7:1)  
 
The New Testament speaks of Noah several times.  First, during His Olivet discourse our Lord 
Jesus draws a parallel between the days of Noah leading up to the destruction of all things and 
the coming of the Son of Man (Matt. 24:37, 38; Luke 17:26, 27).  Second, the author of Hebrews 
uses Noah as an example of a living and vibrant faith (Heb. 11:7).  Third, Peter references 
Noah in both of his Letters (1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5). 
 

A. Noah’s “holiness” 
 

Listen to how he is described in the text of Scripture. 
 

8 “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 9 These are the records of the 
generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked 
with God” (Gen. 6:8, 9). 

 
“This phrase indicates the contrast between Noah and the men of his day. It is probable, 
moreover, that he was of pure descent, and in that respect also distinguished from his 
contemporaries who were the offspring of promiscuous intermarriage between the godly and 
the ungodly.” 
http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Bible.show/sVerseID/147/eVerseID/147/RTD/Barnes 

 
“Then the LORD said to Noah, ‘Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you 
alone I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time’” (Gen. 7:1). 
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“even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, by their own 
righteousness they could only deliver themselves," declares the Lord GOD” (Ezek. 
14:14). 
 
“even though Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, as I live,’ declares the Lord GOD, 
‘they could not deliver either their son or their daughter. They would deliver only 
themselves by their righteousness’” (Ezek. 14:20). 
 
“By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared 
an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and 
became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith” (Heb. 11:7). 

 
Although Noah might have had a propensity toward drunkenness (9:20, 21), he was still 
considered a godly man by God.  Noah’s godliness was a consequence of faith in God and the 
promise He made.  Noah’s righteous standing before the LORD was an imputed 
righteousness.  He kept the Word of God because of the relationship he had with God.  Unlike 
the rest of humanity, Noah believed the promise and lived accordingly. 
 
“Noah was a just man; not only before men, but in the sight of God; and not by his own works 
of righteousness, for no man is just by them before God, but by the righteousness of the 
promised seed, the Messiah; for he "became heir of the righteousness which is by faith", 
Hebrews 11:7 the righteousness which was to be brought in by the Son of God.”  (John Gill on 
Genesis 6:9) 
 

B. Noah’s headship 
 
I do not believe this is a significant stretch to note Noah’s exercise of headship within his 
family.  Not just Noah but his wife and three sons and their wives shared his faith in the 
promise of God.  We will see a competing contrast in the life of Lot.  Lot was able to “save” 
himself, but he lost his wife (Gen. 19:26), his son-in-laws (Gen. 19:14) and his two daughters 
were morally marred (Gen. 19:30-38).  Friend, as fathers we have noteworthy responsibility 
and impact on our wives and our children.  We are culpable for their spiritual well-being and 
development.  You may scoff at such things and consider it a light matter, but their souls hang 
in the balance and you are accountable before God. 
 
Every time I read this Story I am overwhelmed with the language employed.  Noah alone and 
only is found righteous within all of humanity; he alone from 100’s of millions if not several 
billion.  My mind draws a blank as to how to wrap myself around this.  The why of this must 
sit with God’s wisdom.  I must simply trust Him.  Noah’s rightness sits in stark dissimilarity to 
that of the surrounding world. 
 

II. The problem (vv. 11, 12)  
 
His integrity/righteousness is contrasted with that of the world at large.  Once more the 
problem of a corrupted world stands to undermine the fulfillment of the promise (vv. 11, 12).  
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The idea of a world so thoroughly satiated by evil is again reiterated (v. 5).  The text reads as if 
there is nothing redeemable apart from Noah and his family.  In the larger narrative the 
contrast between Genesis 1:31 . . .  
 

“God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day” (Gen. 1:31). 

 
. . . with Genesis 6:11-13 is stark. 
 

11 “Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. 
12 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their 
way upon the earth. 13 Then God said to Noah, ‘The end of all flesh has come before Me; 
for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy 
them with the earth’” (Gen. 6:11-13). 

 
The disparity is intentional.  From God’s work of wonder comes sin’s brood.  O what a 
heinous atrocity against the person and work of God.  What thread has God woven into the 
Story’s garment to speak to this global mutiny; a flood . . . a flood of such immense 
proportions that its sheer impossibility breeds a spirit of incredulousness.   
 
“And the land was corrupt. - In contrast with Noah, the rest of the race were corrupt - entirely 
depraved by sin. ‘It was filled with violence’ - with the outward exhibition of inward 
carnality. ‘And God saw this.’ It was patent to the eye of Heaven. This is the ground of the 
following commission.” (emphasis added)  

http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Bible.show/sVerseID/147/eVerseID/147/RTD/Barnes 

 
We speak of flooding as if it is a small thing, yet this flood is a tsunami of such magnitude as to 
cause the entire world to shake and tremble with convulsive violence. 
 

III. The plan (vv. 13-17) 
 
Genesis 6:15 
New International Version (©1984) 
This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. 

New Living Translation (©2007) 
Make the boat 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. 

God introduces the means by which He will address the corruption of the world and the 
preservation of the seed promise (vv.13-22).  He will stop the assault against the women’s 
seed.  He will destroy “all flesh” (vv. 13, 17).  God’s plan is comprehensive.  It is distinct and it 
is complete.  All human flesh will perish outside the ark.  It is genocide of epic proportion. 
 
“The method of destruction is now specified. A water flood shall cover the land, in which all 
flesh shall perish. I, ‘behold,’ I. This catastrophe is due to the interposition of the Creator. It 
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does not come according to the ordinary laws of physics, but according to the higher law of 
ethics.” 
(emphasis added) http://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Bible.show/sVerseID/147/eVerseID/147/RTD/Barnes 

 
“It [ark] occurs in the Old Testament only in Genesis 6-9 and in Psalm 29:10 where it 
apparently means the chaotic waters tamed by the victorious Yahweh.” 
http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/archive/apr9tl.shtml 
 
The sheer size of the ark continues to speak to the magnitude of the event itself.  Everything 
about this moment is enormous.  “Genesis 6:15 in the Bible tells us the Ark's dimensions were 
at least 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.  Noah's Ark was three stories high 
(Genesis 6:16). Its total deck area was equivalent to the area of about 20 standard college 
basketball courts or 36 lawn tennis courts. The world had to wait until AD 1884 before the 
Ark's size was exceeded, when the Italian liner Eturia was built.” 
 http://www.creationtips.com/arksize.html 
 
“Based on measurements given in the Genesis account, most experts agree that the ark had 
approximately 1,500,000 cubic feet of free space. So we can gasp the size, the ark would be 
equivalent in volume to 522 standard American railroad stock cars, each of which can hold 240 
sheep.1  
 
The number of animals which could have been comfortably carried aboard the Ark for the 
duration of the voyage is in dispute for various reasons with the number fluctuating between 
16,000 and 25,000. Keep in mind that not all the creatures of the earth had to be on board the 
ark, only air breathing, land-dwelling animals. I am reliably informed that 1,500,000 cubic feet 
would equal the capacity of 570 modern railroad cattle cars. Most animals are not very large, 
so if we surmise that the average size of all animals is the size of a sheep and one railroad stock 
car can carry about 240 sheep, then we could fit 40,000 animals in as few as 167 railway cars. 
As the Ark's total capacity was 570 cars, then 40,000 animals would require less than 30% of 
the Ark's space. In other words all the animals could fit on just one of the Ark's three decks 
which would leave the other 70% of the ark's space free for animal supplies, Noah's family, 
food, and any personal belongings which may have needed to be carried.” 
http://www.allaboutpopularissues.org/size-of-noahs-ark-faq.htm 
 
Two things will save Noah and his family.  First, there is the construction of an enormous 
vessel, an ark.  Second, the reason as to why there is an ark of deliverance is because there is a 
covenant of grace.  God condescends and cuts a covenant with Noah and his progeny.  It is 
almost stated “matter of fact” but, “Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded 
him, so he did” (v. 22). 
 

IV. The promise (vv. 18-22) 
 
Here is the first appearance of a covenant between God and man on the face of Scripture.  To 
build an ark of such proportions demanded a daily obedience by Noah and that of His family.  
There was never anything like Noah’s proclamation or project . . . NEVER (2 Pet. 2:5).  How 
did he secure the necessary means to accomplish such an enormous undertaking?  All this is 
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left to our imagination.  Yet, “Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him, 
so he did.”  We often succumb to an embarrassment over our faith in the risen Christ, yet 
Noah’s faith was openly displayed for any and all to see.  He could not hide.  The faith and 
integrity of this man and his family is unequivocally arresting. 
 

18 “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 19 in 
which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 who once 
were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during 
the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through the water” (1 Pet. 3:18-20). 

 
There is provision made throughout the narrative to secure Noah and his family.  First, 
provision is made with the ark of salvation, then provision is made for repopulating the earth 
(vv. 19, 20) and finally with food for daily sustenance (v. 21).   
 
“God could have secured Noah without putting him to any care, or pains, or trouble; but 
employed him in making that which was to be the means to preserve him, for the trial of his 
faith and obedience. Both the providence of God, and the grace of God, own and crown the 
obedient and diligent.”  ([emphasis added] Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on 
Genesis 6:12-21) 
 
God holds fast to His promise to provide seed from the woman to crush the serpent’s head.  
Deliverance is ever present in shadow.  May we never forget this. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Gentlemen are you providing protective headship for your wife and children? 
2. Wives are you respecting and enabling this headship? 
3. Children are you obeying and honoring your parents? 
4. Let us obey when obedience is the hard thing to do. 


